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Summary of Laws for Commercial Shad Fishing with Lgal References
2007 — 2008

This document should be kept on board all vessels employed for
commercial shad fishing as a reference to regulation, not to supersede
knowledge of the pertinent laws.

License and Permit Requirements [Section 50-5-300Section 50-5-310 Section 50-5-325and
Section 50-5-150D

Residents: Commercial License $ 25.00
Shad gill net license $ 10.00 per 100 yardsamtion
Commercial Vessel Decal no charge
Shad gill net permit no charge

Non Residents: Commercial License $300.00
Shad gill net license $ 50.00 per 100 yardsamtion
Commercial Vessel Decal no charge
Shad gill net permit no charge

Legal definitions important to shad fishermen inigu
“Anadromous” identifies fish which undertake adwoiigration from brackish or salt waters into fresiers to
spawn, except striped bass or rock fish and hyiais, and includes landlocked stocks of those fish.
“Cast net” means nonbaited circular webbing hawngveighted peripheral line which is thrown by haamt
retrieved by a central line connected to radiatirak lines attached to the peripheral line.
“Catadromous” identifies fish which undertake adulgration from freshwater into brackish or saltt@vao spawn.
“Commercial equipment” means:

(a) any trawl, haul seine, gill net, channel het| rake, seed fork, grabs, escalator, or dredge]

(b) any net, seine, trap, pot, tongs, rake, forkline, or other device or appliance when usedd&ing or
attempting to take fish for a commercial purpose.
“Commercial purpose” means:

(a) being engaged in buying or selling fish;

(b) taking or attempting to take fish in orderdterive income or other consideration;

(c) using commercial equipment; and

(d) otherwise being engaged in the fisheries itrigusith the intent to derive income.
“Fish” means finfish, shellfish including mollusksrustaceans, horseshoe crabs, whelks (conch#gstuand
terrapin or products thereof.
“Gill net” means a net which is designed to hangigally and capture fish by entanglement usuafithe head, gill
covers, or preopercles, and does not include gilfar taking shad unless specified.
“Herring” means any or all life stages of the riegrrings being blueback herring (Alosa aestivadis)l alewife
(Alosa pseudoharengus).
“Recreational fishermen” means persons taking mgiting to take saltwater fish for recreation orlgd not for
commercial purposes.
“Salt waters” means all waters of the rivers ararttributaries, streams, and estuaries lying sedwathe dividing
line between salt water and freshwater and all unpled waters seaward of the dividing line betwedtveater and
freshwater which are intermittently filled or drathby the action of the tide.
“Saltwater gamefish” means any species of saltwakrdesignated as a saltwater gamefish in thés ti
“Shad” means American or white shad (Alosa sapigias and hickory or skip-jack shad (Alosa mediocris
“Striker” means a person, other than a licensetivaggr commercial fisherman, who under immediatgesuision
assists a licensed commercial saltwater fisherrbah,does not use separate commercial equipment assel
which is engaged in commercial fishing.
“Take” means to harass intentionally, hunt, captgagther, harvest, remove, catch, wound, or kilatiempt to
harass, hunt, capture, gather, harvest, remoweh,c&bund, or Kill.



“Territorial sea” means that portion of the Atlancean under the jurisdiction of the State of Bdb#rolina as
depicted on charts of the National Oceanic and Apheric Administration or its successor agency.

“Skim-bow net” means a net constructed of webbiaggreater than two and one-half inches, stretchesh, hung
within a frame formed by a length of wood or otheaterial looped and attached upon itself end toferding a
loop having no distance across greater than fiffeen

“Stretch” as used to describe the measure of mésiets means that the material is pulled snuglyrmitto the
point of lengthening the single or multi-stranceliof the netting. Measurement is made across teswvidimension

of the mesh when so pullef@&ection 50-5-1b

Commercial Shad Seasons and Controls
General: Methods and equipment: Any lawful method and pongint unless noted by area
Size and take limits: No limits unless notedhbga

Winyah Bay includes Black River, Sampit River, Great Pee,éttle Pee Dee, Lynches River,
Waccamaw River, and Winyah Bay:
Pee Dee above US Hwy 701, Waccamaw River abovaragrof Big Bull Creek, and Black
River above county Road 179:

Season: February 1 — April 30
Times: Monday Noon — Saturday Noon
Remainder of Winyah Bay, including Sampit River &mBull Creek:
Season: February 1 — April 15
Times: Monday Noon — Saturday Noon, local time
Methods: No restrictions, except drift nets in Waamaw River between Butler

Island and US17 restricted to 900 feet.

Santee Riverincludes below Wilson Dam including the RediversCanal below St. Stephen Dam, North
Santee River, North Santee Bay, and South Santes:Ri
Rediversion Canal from St. Stephen Dam seawardeteéaward terminus of the northern dike of
the Rediversion Canal - no open season
Rediversion Canal from the seaward terminus ohtinthern dike of the Rediversion Canal
seaward to Santee River:
Season: February 1 — April 30
Times: 7am — 7pm, Tuesday and Thursday
Wilson Dam to US Hwy 52 - no open season
US Hwy 52 to SC Hwy 41:

Season: February 1 — April 30

Times: 7am —7pm, Tuesday and Thursday
SC Hwy 41 seaward:

Season: February 1 — March 31

Times: Monday Noon — Saturday Noon

Charleston Harbor includes Wando River and Cooper River to US Hinbridges, Charleston Harbor,
and Ashley River.

Tailrace Canal from Wadboo Creek to Jeffries Pdwlant: no open season

Cooper River from Wadboo Creek to US Hwy 17: norogeason

Ashley River to confluence with Popper Dam Creek

Season: February 1 — March 31

Times: Wednesday Noon — Saturday Noon
Remainder of Charleston Harbor System (includesd/driver):

Season: February 1 — March 31

Times: Wednesday Noon — Saturday Noon

Methods: Drift nets only



Edisto River- includes Edisto River Estuary, Edisto River, ti@nd South Branches (Forks) of the Edisto
River.
Above US Hwy 15 bridge:

Season: January 15 — April 15
Times: Tuesday Noon — Saturday Noon
Methods: Any law method and equipment, however metst have a mesh size

no smaller than five inches and no larger than dind one-half inches.
Seaward of US Hwy 15 bridge and above US Hwy ldderi

Season: January 15 — April 15
Times: Tuesday Noon — Saturday Noon
Below US Hwy 17 bridge:

Season: January 1 — March 31

Times: Wednesday Noon — Friday Midnight
Ashepoo River

Season: February 1 — March 31

Times: Friday Noon — Saturday Noon

Combahee River
All tributaries except main stems of SalkehatchiieeRs: no open season.
Remainder of Combahee River, including main stefi&atkehatchie Rivers:
Season: January 15 — March 31
Times: Anchored nets: Tuesday Noon — Friday Noon
Drift nets: Monday Noon — Saturday Noon

Coosawhatchie River no open season

Savannah River South Carolina portions
New Savannah Bluff Lock & Dam to confluence withr8gCreek: no open season.
Main River above 195 Bridge:
Season: January 1 — April 15
Times: Wednesday 7am — Saturday 7pm
Tributaries above 195 bridge — no open season
Seaward of 195 Bridge:
Season: January 1 — March 31 except no anchorsdalhetved in Savannah'’s
Little Back River, Back River, and the north chansfeSavannah River
downstream from New Savannah Cut.
Times: Tuesday 7am — Friday 7 pm

Atlantic Ocean no open season

Lake Moultrie, Lake Marion, Diversion Canal, & lki&Canal of Rediversion Canal:

Season: No closed season
Times: No restrictions
Methods: Cast nets and lift nets only

Take limits: 250 pounds of herring and shad conmbjmer boat per day

Article 15, Chapter 5, Title 50 governs shad fighein freshwaters and salt waters. [Section 5G&31
(A)]

The Department may restrict the number of netsaking shad in any body of water where the numbérs
nets or fishermen must be limited due to statulionifations on placement of nets, to prevent cotigaof
nets or watercraft, or for conservation purposEse Department may grant permits to licensed
commercial saltwater fishermen for this purposernits may be limited in number and may be



conditioned so as to designate areas, size anditaikg hours, type and amount of equipment, aadfc
reporting requirements. [Section 50-5-1580]

A person taking or attempting to take shad with g@rtial equipment must obtain a commercial saltwate
fishing license and commercial equipment licensamy related permits. [Section 50-5-1500)]

It is unlawful to take or attempt to take shad vdatmmercial equipment without obtaining the reqdiire
fishing licenses or permits. [Section 50-5-1300]

It is unlawful to take shad by hook and line ordiym-bow net while operating or possessing any
commercial fishing equipment for taking shad orrimgr. [Section 50-5-1510A) (1)]

It is unlawful for a recreational fisherman to tatead with any other fishing equipment except nest,
skim-bow nets, and hook and line which includesand reel, provided that a properly licensed gl n
may be used to take shad for recreational purpdSesept from sanctuaries designated by the Deatm
a recreational fisherman may take shad:

[a] by hook and line and cast net at any time efytbar,

[b] by skim-bow net from February 1 — April 30; and

[c] by licensed gill net during those times prowdda this article for commercial fishing.
[Section 50-5-151QA) (2)]

It is unlawful to possess saltwater or freshwatengfish or fishing tackle capable of taking saltwair
freshwater gamefish while using shad gill netscf®a 50-5-1510A) (3)]

Nongame fish taken in lawfully fished shad netskim-bow nets may be kept by the fisherman. Any
Atlantic sturgeon and any gamefish must be returmedediately to the water. [Section 50-5-1520 (4)]

It is unlawful to set a net in a fixed positiontire navigation channel of the Atlantic Intracoastal
Waterway. [[Section 50-5-151@) (5)]

A gill net used for taking or attempting to takedhn the inshore salt waters must have a stretotesth
size of no smaller than five and one-half inches atength not exceeding nine hundred feet. @iié rfior
taking shad in the inshore salt waters may be fislied or set in accordance with this chapterly©ne
shad gill net may be drift fished by occupants bbat, and it must be attended at all times wheoged.
Additional boats in tow may not be used to incraasenumber of authorized nets. [Section 50-5-1@0

(9)]

Except as otherwise provided by law or by regufatemy gill net used for shad in the freshwaterstmu
have a stretched mesh size of no smaller tharafideone-half inches and be no longer than six hachdr
feet. Gill nets for taking shad in the freshwate@y be freely drift fished or set. Only one skdbnet
may be drift fished by occupants of a boat, amdust be attended at all times when deployed. Aatuit
boats in tow may not be used to increase the nuoftairthorized nets. [Section 50-5-15K) (10)]

A gill net used for taking or attempting to takeadtin the salt waters must have at least one eog bu
attached which has the name and license numbéeafwner clearly marked on it. A buoy not lessitha
twenty inches in diameter must be attached to eadhof the net. On any net more than three hurfesesd
a buoy not less than ten inches mush be attachergt wee hundred feet on the float line. All bsiogust
be international orange in color and must floaas@o be clearly visible at all times. [Section®0510

(A) (13)]

A gill net used for taking or attempting to takedhn the freshwaters must be marked with buoys,
international orange in color and not less tharirgitkes in diameter, which float in a manner talearly
visible at all times. One buoy must be attacheithéofloat line of the net every three hundred.fe®buoy
must be attached to each end of each net. Atdéemsend buoy attached to the net must have the aah
license number of the owner clearly marked orSédtion 50-5-1510A) (14)]




Skim-bow nets must be used or fished only from hégtd or from a pier, dock, or other structure
permanently affixed to high land without the aidaofy power assisted device. Only shad, herring, an
other nongame fish may be retained. No such fiah be sold. [Section 50-5-1510 (A) (15)]

A person taking shad by cast net, skim-bow nebydnook and line may possess no more than a tbtal o
ten American and hickory shad per one day excefhtarSantee River where the limit is twenty per.day
[Section 50-5-1515%A) (B)]

No shad taken by cast net, skim-bow net, or by lukline may be sold, offered for sale, or puredas
In freshwaters, a person must hold a freshwathiniislicense. [Section 50-5-1516)]

Any sturgeon taken must be released immediatelly veio the waters where taken. [Section 50-5-1525

(A)]

It is unlawful for anyone to take, possess, bulf, seship shortnose sturgeon (Acipenser brewvitos} or
any part or product thereof. Any shortnose stungeg&en incidentally to fishing activity must bewaed
unharmed immediately to the water from where takgection 50-5-1535]

No shad net, including its cables, lines, or attactievices, either set or drift fished may be lonigan
one-half the normal width of the water body atpece where used, regardless of the stage ofdbe ti
river stage, water level, or method of net deploymgSection 50-5-1538A)]

[1] No net may be set within six hundred feet of giil net previously set.

[2] No net may be drifted within six hundred feéaother drifting net.

[3] No net may be placed or set within seventy-fieet of the confluence of any tributary.
[Section 50-5-1535 (B)]

A lawfully drifted gill net may pass within six hdred feet of a lawfully anchored gill net. [Sectior5-
1535(C)]

During times and periods when taking of shad byis)abt allowed, any net which could be used faimg
shad must be removed from the waters. [Section-5845 (A)]

Any non-mesh, net-related fishing apparatus, iragiteads, cables, anchors, signs, and buoys neust b
removed from the waters and banks of the streamstar courses no later than three days afterltse c
of the shad season. Any net or part thereof fonmniblation is contraband and must be seized and
disposed of as provided by law. [Section 50-5-1828

Anchors with attached line and buoys may remaiawful waters during weekly closed periods of the
open season, [Section 50-5-1545]

Any net or seine set in the waters of this Statelwbontains decomposed fish is contraband and baust
seized and disposed of as provided in this chaj@ection 50-5-1550]




